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CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: SHUM, SOPH, SF 

SUB J : CONGRESSIONAL REQUEST CONCERNING EUGENE HUGO 

REF: A. STATE 069484 B. JOHANNESBURG 668 C. CAPETOWN 
562 (NOTAL) 

1 . EUGENE HUGO. FORMER WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT FOR ARGUS 
NEWSPAPERS, CALLED ON CONGEN OFFICER SHORTLY AFTER HIS RETURN 
TO DURBAN TO RENEW A CONTACT BEGUN IN WASHINGTON IN 1975. 

HUGO WAS DISPIRITED ABOUT HIS SUDDEN TRANSFER BUT DETERMINED 
TO CONTINUE IN ARGUS GROUP. HE WAS AN EDITOR OF DURBAN-BASED 
SUNDAY TRIBUNE BEFORE HIS TRANSFER TO WASHINGTON IN 1975 BUT 
UNCERTAIN WHAT POSITION HE WOULD HOLD NOW. FOR THE TIME BEING 
HE HAS NO SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENT AND REPORTS ON AD-HOC BASIS ON 
GENERAL POLITICAL MATTERS. HE DOES NOT EXPECT TO BE GIVEN 

HIS OWN COLUMN TO WRITE EACH WEEK NOR DID HE INDICATE HE 
WOULD BE MADE AN EDITOR. 
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2. REF B PROVIDED DEPT/USIA WITH AN ARGUS VIEW OF HUGO'S 
SITUATION. THIS WAS CONFIRMED BY DURBAN SUNDAY TRIBUNE 
EDITOR WHO CITED ALSO EMBARRASSMENT TO ARGUS OF HUGO S U.S. 
REPORTING AND FAUX PAS IN TELEPHONE CONVERSATION TAPED BY 
S.A. INFORMATION MINISTRY. 

3. FOR THE RECORD, THE AMBASSADOR DID RECEIVE A LETTER FROM 
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C.L.C. HEWITT, MANAGING DIRECTOR OF THE ARGUS CO., EXPRESSING 
HIS EMBARRASSMENT AND CONCERN OVER WASHINGTON VIEWS OF HUGO'S 
REASSIGNMENT. HEWITT S LETTER STATED THAT THE DECISION TO 
REASSIGN HUGO TO THE TRIBUNE WAS MADE PRIOR TO PUBLISHED 
REPORTS THAT HE HAD BECOME POLITICALLY INVOLVED IN WASHINGTON 
CONTRARY TO THE INTERESTS OF SOUTH AFRICA. HEWITT SPECIFICALLY 
REFUTED A CLAIM BY JANCK ANDERSON THAT HUGO WAS WITHDRAWN 
UNDER SAG PRESSURE, AND EXPRESSED EMBARRASSMENT THAT THE USG 
SEEMED TO BE IDENTIFIED WITH THIS VIEW. HEWITT'S LETTER WAS 
FORWARDED TO DON PETTERSON IN AF/S ON MARCH 14. 

FARBER 
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